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HAVE received the honour of a- 
L letter, by the direction of the Com- 
mitte at York, upon the ſubject of a 
| Propoſed meeting of the Gentlemen of 
the cube of York, to conſider what 
meaſures 


— —— — —U— 


3 


meaſures it may be expedient to adopt 
in the preſent critical ſituation of pub- 
lc affairs. The Committee are pleaſed, 


in their letter, to expreſs themſelves 


as being deſirous of collecting a nume- 


rous approbation of ſuch a meaſure, 
which I doubt not they will receive to 
their fulleſt ſatisfaction, and for which 
1 think they are entitled to the ſincereſt 
thanks of their country. If I could 


think it poſſible for any perſon | in this 


kin gdom to withold his approbation 
and concurrence to ſuch a propoſal, in 
the preſent time of public alarm, I 


ſhould be - moſt anxious to proteſt, iti | 


the ſtrongeſt terms, againſt ſuch re- - 
luctance, as unworthy of any man who 


enjoys the common protection of ſoci- 
ety; a reluctance equally repugnant 


, 


5 of conſtituents throughout the king- 


Ca " "me 
to all the principles of public viral! 
and deſtructive to all the means of 
NOISE . - 51:06 l 
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The attention of che e _ 


dom to the preſent ſtate of public con- 
cerns, and their interpoſition, „ in 4 
conſtitutional manner, is now become 

a matter of the higheſt and moſt imme-! | 
diate neceſſity. Miniſterial influence, by 
means of places, penſions, and beneficial = 
= contratts, being univerſal and unbound- Fo : 
ed, the legiſlature itſelf, under that 

| baneful influence, is fo far degraded in 

the public confidence, as to be eſteem- 

ed but little better than the perſonal 


 froperly of the Miniſter for the time 
being, and transferable to any ſucceſſor,” . 


* 4) 
The yaiti and unavailing - ſtruggle 


Which an handful of men can make 
in parliament, againſt the torrent of 
miniſterial influence, ſerves only to 


give the form of deliberation. and the 


-1 appearance of parhamentary ſanction „ 


to any ſyſtem of meafures,. the moſt 
ruinous that can be deviſed and a 
companied with the moſt unbounded. 


extravagance, which may have been. 


which only remain to be carried 


through by his irrefiſtible power. Mil- 


lions upon millions are voted in lump- 
ing votes, without the production " 18 


WW ſingle voucher, or any enquiry into 


the expenditure of à ſingle ſhilling. 


The national riches and reſources. are 


den beſtowed, not in the ſupport of the 


* 


national 


national 3 8 ad obe but o 
uphold that unmeaſurable fund of is 5 
niſterial power and influence W hie NR. 4 

no- pervades every corner of, this 
kingdom. . The fatal conſequence. 4 
ſulting from this deſtructive ſyſten, | 
is, that Parliament ioſteafl of being re- 
vered as the adviſer of the Crown, and 
the controul over its Migiſters, is now 


no longer looked upon in any other 

5 light than as an inſtrument to legalize 
the moſt enormous exa#Zions upon their 

| fellow-ſubjeQts, and to ſereen the Mi- 
niſters of corruption, from any effec» 

tual reſponſibility to their country. 


No temporary expedients will go to 
the root of theſe evils. The real 
ſource and 9 of all our natural ; 


tt ; 1 calanuties 
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ealamities being derived from the un 
85 bounded influence of the Miniſters of 
the Crown, we are led to this obvious 
and direct concluſion, that no other 
remedy under Heaven, can reſcue this 
unhappy country from immediate ruin, 
or re-eſtabliſh its future conſtitution 
in ſecurity, but a FREE and INDE— 
PENDENT PARLIAMENT. The great- 
neſs and dignity of this kingdom re- 
quire that the conſtitution of its Par- 
hament ſhould be not only uncorrupi, 
but wunſuſpefted. Whenever the great 
body of conſtituents throughout this 
kingdom thall take this principle into 
their conſideration, as fundamental to 
all their hopes of future greatneſs and 
fafety—and whenever they ſhall come 
29. the unanimous. judgment and deci- 

| os dan 


toh 


ſion, chat the exigency of tlie times, 
and the dangers of the-public fituation 
are ſuch, as to call for and tojuſtify 


great national movements being put 
into action, I hope and truſt, that there 
will be found ſufficient virtue and 
vigour in this conſtitution, to repel the 


mortal attack from its vitals, and to 


give a new born life and energy to 


thoſe inherent faculties of our conſti- 


tution, by which, when freed from 


the bondage of corruption, we may be 


again reſtored to every exertion of na- 


tional ftrength and ns. 8 


11 heartily with, thit' every 14. 
of honour and ſucceſs: may attend the 
deliberations of the County of York, 
for the public good. I ſhall eſteem it 


Te 


28 the higheſt honour to myſelf, to 
receive their commands, and ſhall ever 


be moſt zealous to obey them. 


, 


I am, 


E 


SLE. 


With the greateſt refpe&t 4 


-\ + . » Your moſt obedient 


Humble ſervant, 


To the Rev. Mr. Wjvill, 


Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of the County 
* Pork.” ES 
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D. HARTLEY. 
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"as March 2 21, indo. 
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PHE on wa 7 coticurrence of Al 


parts of this kingdom who have 
followed the laudable example of the 


County: of Vork, in promoting prin- 


ciples of public ceconomy, and in re- 
commending a ſyſtem of active vigi- 
lance and vigorous exertions in the fe- 
veral departments of the ſtate, is the 
moſt honourable and ſatisfactory teſ- 
timony of publie gratitude to thoſe 


worthy and reſpectable characters 


wo have ſtood foremoſt in the publio 


cauſe. This aſs has proved doub- 
| 1 1 ly 


„ 
ly fortunate in its operation, not only 
in the primary effect, of eſtabliſhing g 
the rights of the public at large, to 
require from their repreſentatives | in 
Parliament the moſt rigid frugality in 

the expenditure of public money; 
but moſt principally by drawing the 
national attention unanimouſly to this 
one object, of concerting ſome future 

ſyſtem of wiſe and prudent meaſures, 
which may extricate this nation with 
honour and ſafety from thoſe nume- 
rous embarraſfments under which we 
|  Hbour at preſent. | In this object the 
moſt perfect unanimity prevails now. 

Land, manufactures, and commerce 
are all equally intereſted. "Their al} 
is now at ſtaxe. Fhe enormous debts 
and taxes which have been accumula- 

ted upon us ſince the commencement 
of the preſent unfortunate war, are 
_— ee nn The annual 
Fe intereſt 


interelt of the nations! debt at * ks | 
ginning of the war was ſomething 
more than four millions. It is now 
more than fix millions; and even if we 
ſhould take the ſhorteſt road to put an 
end to the war, I am ſorry to ſay that 

our preſent out- ſtanding debts, and tbe | 
expences which are now running on, 
will ſoon bring it up to an annual rent 
charge of eight millions, | It will be- 
ſtill more if we go on farther. It i is 
therefore time to confi der how this na- 


tion may ſtand under an annual rent 


5 charge of eight millions ſterſing. for the ; 


intereſt of our accumulated national 


debt; ; more eſpecially, when the cer- 
tain effect of the greatneſs of that 
debt, and of the almoſt inſupportable 
weight of that annual. charge, will be a 
grievous depreſſion of the. national 
rent roll of this kingdom. Taxes upon 
taxes purſue us to our moſt interior 
| | 0 2 - _ domeſtic 


TE 


domeſtic receſſes, without ſparing the 


tenant or cottager any more than the 
landlord. Seven hundred thouſand 


pounds per annum for ever is mort- 
gaged for the current ſervice of this 
ſingle year of the war; and double 


that annual ſum (or nearly) will be 


fill farther neceflary to, be laid upon 
the land-owner, the merchant, and the 
manufacturer for the preſent enormous 
out-ſtanding debts, and ſuch expences 
as muſt be incurred only by one Fear” $ 


longer o continuance of the War. | 


* 
. «7 
w 


4 "Theſe things require our il ſerious 
reflection, and call upon us to confider 
our act aal. ſituation, } in reſpect to that 
war, Which has, and ſtill muſt, conti· 
nue, in an increaſing meaſure, to in- 
| volve 1 us in endleſs debts, taxes, and 
ruin. We muſt, at all events, ſupport 

our national honour, by the moſt vi- 
| gorous 


: ( 1 ) 


gorous exertions, without ſhrinking. 
But ſurely, in ſuch a complicated war 
as this is, if we can make any equitable 
offers of treaty to any of the parties, 
common prudence calls upon us to uſe 
our endeavours, to unravel by negotia» 
tion the combination of powers now _ 
acting againſt us. That there does 
exiſt a moſt formidable. confederacy 
againſt this country, is too true, The 
Houſe of Bourbon have formed that 
confederacy, and America is involved 
in it, But I do not think it can be 1 im- 
puted to America, to have been ative | 
in ſeeking and. forming a confederacy 
againſt this country, upon any other 
motive than what appeared to them to 
ariſe from the neceſſity of ſelf-defence, 


Let us therefore be underſtood not ta 


apply the charge of a confederacy a; 
gainſt this country ſpecifically to Ame- 
rica. who has been evidently driven 

ps . into : 


(43) 


mto it with reluctance. Permit me, 
therefore, to ſuggeſt a few conciliatory _ 
ſentiments upon this ſubject. If it 
ſhould appear that America has pro- 
ceeded with regret and reluctance into 
| foreign connections, I think the chicf 
ground of Irritation would be remov- 
ed, and an obvious road would be laid > 
open to facilitate the reſtoration of 
peace and national reconcilement be- 

tween n Great Britain 1 2 America. 5 


N The Americans, ot two years 
ago, formed a deſenfi pe eventual. alli- 
ance with the Court of France. The | 
event upon which that eventual alli- 
ance was to become poſitive, and to : 
take effect, was the continuation of the 
war by the Britiſh. Miniſtry. Now, 
ſurely, there cannot be two things in 
the world more different from each 
' «her, Un a de efenſroe eventual alhance, 

3 for 


Eu 


for their own ſecurity, i in wake of the 
continuation of the war, and the charge 
of forming a confederacy againſt Great 
Britain. A confederacy is an offenſiye : 
act, not a defenſive one. The league 8 
of Cambray, in former days, againſt 
the ſtate of Venice, was a confederacy | 
The league againſt the King of Pruſſia, 
in the beginning of the late war, was 
a confederacy— The late league for the 
diviſion of Poland, was a confederacy. 
— But a defenſs ve eventual alliance, 
formed by America for their final ſe- 
curity, juſt at a moment of time when, 
the Britiſh Miniſtry pretended to con- 
eillatory diſpoſitions —and while Ame - 5 
rica was in ſuſpenſe : as to their fince= | 
rity—which alliance was only to take. 
place eventually upon the proof of the 
infincerity of the Britiſh Miniſtry, by 
the continuation of the war can ne- 


ver! be called a eee againſt this 
country. 


country. This indeed ! is the language 


' which the Miniſtry have held out in 
the King's ſpeech at the opening of the 


preſent Seſſion of Parliament; and they 


are at this moment endeav ouring to 


inveigle the nation into the continua- 
tion of the American war, under this 


pretext, of a ſuppoſed American con- 
federacy. Their motives are obvious: 5. 
They wiſh to inſtigate the continuance = 


of the American war. But ſurely, 
on the part of thoſe who wiſh the re- 


ſtoration of peace, or any future friend- 
Iy connection with America, it would 
have a more conciliatory effect to avoid 


words of crimination, which cannot 


fail to revive the memory 'of all the 


grievances and mutual reproaches du- | 


fing the conteſt, Let all ſuch aggra- 
ues be Wales to oblivion. . 


2 Hr 7 
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EFbere is every rational tbh of = 
argument to hope, that, by generous. wp 
and temperate management on the part 1 | 
of this nation, America may be recon- 
ciled to this country, and prevented 
from forming any perpetual alliance — k 

with France, Their obligations, to 
France are limited, and as ſach, may 
be ſatisfied and diſcharged. FARE 5 
cannot have been ignorant that Ame- 8 
rica has been exceffively harraſſed by ö 
the continuation of the war, the ſeat of 
which is in their own country; and yet 
it is apparent to all tbe world, that 

France might long ago have put an 
end to that part of the war which his 15 
been moſt diſtrefling to America, if 
they had choſen ſo to do. Let the 
whole ſyſtem of France be confidered, 
from the very beginning down to the 
kt retreat from Savannah; and T think 


V that 


(x8) 


that: it 1s impoſſible to put any other 
conſtruction upon it, but this, vis. 


that it has always been the deliberate 


intention and object of France, for pur- 


poſes of their own, to encourage the 
continuation of the war in America, in 


the hopes of exhauſting the ſtrength 


and reſources of this country, and of 


depreſſing the riſing power of Ame- 
rica, If ſuch has been the conduct of 


4 France, let the reverſe of this policy 


be the guide of our conduct. Let us 
hold out a conciliatory hand and a 
cordial offer of peace to America. Let 


America feel that the people of Eng- 


land are not their enemies. Let them 


feel that they have no enemies in this 


country, but an implacable and vin- 


dictive miniſtry; and let the reſult be 


a reconciliation and fœderal union be- 
tween Great Britain and America. The 


road 


L 
road to effect this is plain and broad 


before us: we have but to go ſtrait 


forward, and we cannot miſs the way. 


It is no more than this, to make, in the 
firſt place, a plain aud ſincere offer of 
peace to America (beginning perhaps 


with a truce, and ceſſation of arms for 


a ſufficient length of time) and then to 
enter into a courſe of negotiation for 


eſtabliſhing a fœderal alliance. If the 
people of Great Britain will now ſtep | 
forth to reſtore peace to them, which 
their new ally has not effected for 
them. let any man judge whether 


America will in future prefer the con- 


nection with Great Britain or France, 


as their trueſt friend and ally. 


There is no conſtituent member of 
this community which can with more 
TID © 3 £5 _ dignity 


| 
£ 
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dignity and propriety take the lead in 
recommending the adoption of ſome 


plan for the termination of the Ame- 


rican war, and for reconciliation with 


America than the County of York. 


Such an obje& would be moſt worthy 
of their interference. That would be 
laying the axe to the root of the evil. 
Penſions, Places, exorbitant emolu- 
ments, ſinecures, contracts, and all ſuch 
inſtruments of corruption for the pur- 
poſe of eſtabliſhing a miniſterial inffu- 
ence in Parliament, are abominations 


at all times, but the greateſt of all our 


evils: now is the continuation of the 
American war. The reſtoration of 
peace with America, and of indepen- 


dence to Parliament, may go hand in 
hand together; and, I believe, that 


both theſe points are equally conſonant 
and cordial to the ſentiments and 
withes 


( 21 . 
wiſhes of every real friend to this 
Country. Vn | 


Tam, SIR, 
With the greateſt reſpect, . 5 
your moſt obedient 7 


humble ſervant, Si 


D. HARTLEY. 


To the Rev. Mr. Myill, Chat hin of the | 
Committee of the County of York 
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